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e read with interest a recently published article 

by Iqbal et al. about the role of Entrustable 

Professional Activities (EPAs) in imparting skills 

in the medical field. This letter is a critical appraisal of the 

role of teaching EPAs in training in medicine and 

healthcare. The authors have detailed well about the 

utility of the EPAs and delineated the areas where 

teaching EPAs can be effective in not only training the 

clinical trainers but also endorsing their role as a trainer. 

The authors identified components of EPAs that are vital 

to the effectiveness of the teaching programs i.e., 

developing a framework of building teaching skills, 

reinforcing their personality development, and lastly 

credentialing the trainers. Teaching EPA frameworks can 

be used to design structured faculty development 

programs for specific teaching roles. Expanding the 

concept of EPAs beyond clinical practice is a unique 

concept that can revolutionize the clinical teaching 

modalities1. 

 

We as surgeons feel that the role of EPAs in surgical 

training is enormous and the outcomes that can be 

achieved through implementation can be significant. 

They can be an important addition to standardized 

surgical skill transfer2. Moreover, they can be also used 

for faculty development, credentialing of the teachers, 

and help the administrative bodies with resource 

allocation and standardized skill transfer3. The important 

aspect that can be added to the topic under discussion is 

the addition of a program that can mitigate the barriers 

associated with the identity formation of the clinical 

teachers4. This can enhance their confidence to teach the 

trainees5.   

 

Recently, the American Board of Surgery and 

Intercollegiate Board in Britain have initiated the exercise 

to incorporate these EPAs in the surgical training 

curriculum. We think that the College of Physicians and 

Surgeons should also take a lead and incorporate these 

EPAs in surgical training.  

 

Recently, American Board of Surgery and Intercollegiate 

Board in Britain have initiated the exercise to incorporate 

these EPAs in surgical training curriculum. We think that 

College of Physicians and Surgeons should also take a 

lead and incorporate these EPAs in surgical training. 

 

ARTICLE INFORMATION Accepted for Publication: June 18, 

2022, Published Online:   June 30, 2022. 

https://doi.org/10.48111/2022.02.10 Open Access: This is an 

open-access article distributed under the terms of the CC-BY 

License. © 2022 Khan, ASR.  

Corresponding Author:  

Hadin Darain Khan MBBS, House Officer, Department of Surgery, 

Shalamar Medical & Dental College, Lahore, Pakistan 

Email: dr.darain@gmail.com 

Financial Support and Sponsorship: Nil. 

Conflicts of Interest:  There are no conflicts of interest 

REFERENCES  

1.  Zafar Iqbal M, Al-Eraky MM, Iqbal MZ. Utilities of Teaching EPAs: 

Expanding the scope of EPAs beyond clinical context. Arch Surg Res. 

2021;2(4):45-47. doi:10.48111/2021.04.08 

2.  Pinilla S, Lenouvel E, Cantisani A, et al. Working with entrustable 

professional activities in clinical education in undergraduate medical 

education: a scoping review. BMC Med Educ. 2021;21(1):1-10. 

doi:10.1186/S12909-021-02608-9/TABLES/2 

3.  Bramley AL, McKenna L. Entrustable professional activities in entry-

level health professional education: A scoping review. Med Educ. 

2021;55(9):1011-1032. doi:10.1111/MEDU.14539 

4.  Mallow M, Baer H, Moroz A, Nguyen VQC. Entrustable Professional 

Activities For Residency Training in Physical Medicine and 

Rehabilitation. Am J Phys Med Rehabil. 2017;96(10):762-764. 

doi:10.1097/PHM.0000000000000741 

5.  Khan RQ, Khan HT, Iqbal M. Teaching the Teacher: Assessing Barriers 

to Identity Formation of Clinical Teachers in a Developing Country. 

Teach Learn Med. Published online 2021. 

doi:10.1080/10401334.2021.190625. 

W 

https://doi.org/10.48111/2022.02.10

